
 

Coalition Letter Supporting the Inclusion of S. 389, the Setting Consumer Standards for Lithium-Ion 

Batteries Act, in Must-Pass Legislation 

July 10, 2026 

The Honorable Ted Cruz, Chairman 

The Honorable Maria Cantwell, Ranking Member 

U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Chairman Cruz and Ranking Member Cantwell: 

The undersigned organizations, representing a broad coalition including commercial real estate, first responders, 

safety standards organizations, consumer safety, delivery platforms, and residential property managers, urge the 

Committee to include the full legislative text of S. 389, which establishes consumer safety standards for lithium-ion 

batteries in e-mobility devices, in must-pass legislation this Congress. 

We raise this request in light of bipartisan action in both the House and Senate. On May 21, 2026, the House 

Energy and Commerce Committee included the text of H.R. 973—S. 389’s House companion—in the Motor 

Vehicle Modernization Act (H.R. 7389) through an amendment in the nature of a substitute, which was approved by 

a vote of 48–1. H.R. 973 also previously passed the House of Representatives by a vote of 365–42 in 2025. 

Similarly, the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation ordered S. 389 to be favorably 

reported by voice vote on March 12, 2025. This strong bipartisan support in both chambers underscores the need to 

include this legislation in an appropriate vehicle. 

Advancing S. 389 is critical to protecting public safety as it directs the Consumer Product Safety Commission 

(CPSC) to adopt widely recognized private-sector ANSI/CAN/UL safety standards already in use for lithium-ion 

batteries in micromobility devices such as e-bikes and scooters. 

The CPSC has also independently identified these risks as a significant safety concern. On June 24, 2026, the 

agency published a notice of proposed rulemaking to address lithium-ion battery safety in micromobility products. 

We appreciate the CPSC taking this important step. To ensure consistent, enforceable standards across the 

marketplace, we also believe congressional action remains necessary. 



This coalition strongly supports the use of consensus-based standards to reduce the risks that lithium-ion batteries 

in micromobility devices pose to public safety, workers, building occupants, and property nationwide. These 

batteries have been linked to fast-spreading fires that produce toxic smoke, are difficult to extinguish, and often 

result in serious injuries, fatalities, and property damage. The CPSC reports at least 227 incidents involving 

micromobility devices dating back to 2019, resulting in 39 fatalities and 181 injuries nationwide, which have been 

documented across dozens of states.  

Moreover, this legislation is not only about preventing unsafe lithium-ion batteries from reaching American 

markets, but also about protecting access to responsibly manufactured micromobility devices. Safe, certified 

lithium-ion batteries power e-bikes, e-scooters, and delivery devices that millions of Americans rely on for 

affordable transportation, efficient last-mile delivery, and a cleaner, space-efficient alternative to car trips. A clear, 

consensus-based federal standard preserves and strengthens the market for these compliant products. 

The dangers posed by unsafe, uncertified lithium-ion battery-powered micromobility products should not dissuade 

consumers from taking advantage of the undeniable convenience and sustainability benefits of the devices that safe 

batteries power. Manufacturers certified to the consensus safety standards should not have to compete against those 

selling unsafe products. 

Given the relative prevalence and seriousness of lithium-ion battery fires linked to micromobility devices, as well 

as the federal government’s unique ability to prevent unsafe products from entering the U.S. market, it is critical to 

adopt enforceable, consensus-based standards to address this growing public safety concern. 

These standards will help keep dangerous products out of the marketplace, improve safety for workers and 

consumers, and provide certainty for industries that rely on these devices while minimizing unnecessary regulatory 

burdens and preserving innovation. 

We urge the Committee to include the full text of S. 389 in appropriate legislation advancing this Congress. Doing 

so will provide a bipartisan pathway to enact this critical safety measure into law. 

Thank you for your leadership and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

The Building Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) International 

International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) 

International Association of Firefighters (IAFF) 

Congressional Fire Services Institute (CFSI) 

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 

National Volunteer Fire Council (NVFC) 

National Association of Residential Property Managers (NARPM) 

UL Solutions 

UL Standards & Engagement  

Consumer Reports 

Grubhub 

UBER 

DoorDash 

 

cc: Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 

Representative Ritchie Torres 

S. 389 Cosponsors 

 
 



 

 


